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Table 2.1 Years of introduction and purposes of DRG systems over time

Country Year of DRG  Original purpose(s) Principal purpose(s) in 2010
introduction
Austria 1997 Budgetary allocation Budgetary allocation,
planning
England 1992 Patient classification Payment
Estonia 2003 Payment Payment
Finland 1995 Description of hospital ~ Planning and management,
activity, benchmarking  benchmarking, hospital
billing
France 1991 Description of hospital  Payment
activity
Germany 2003 Payment Payment
Ireland 1992 Budgetary allocation Budgetary allocation
Netherlands 2005 Payment Payment
Poland 2008 Payment Payment
Portugal 1984 Hospital output Budgetary allocation
measurement
Spain (Catalonia) 1996 Payment Payment, benchmarking
Sweden 1995 Payment Benchmarking,

performance measurement

Source: Authors” own compilation based on information presented in the country-specific
chapters of Part Two of this volume.
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